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What Happens on Page 76 in This Season’s New Books?
The artist Geoffrey Chadsey envisions new releases by Gary Shteyngart, Olivia Laing and 
more.
Aug. 7, 2018

Geoffrey Chadsey

Brother 
A novel by David Chariandy

I recognized Dru, the thick man who ran the shop. He was standing at a barber’s chair, cutting the hair of a young 
man who now lowered his folded newspaper to stare at me. That picture of Anton again. Dru now gesturing at me 
with his clippers, yelling over the music.

As children, the narrator’s older brother, Francis, was his protector, an ally with whom to explore the world of 
their public housing complex outside Toronto while their mother, a Trinidadian immigrant adamant that they 
not squander their “one and only chance” to overcome a system stacked against them, was at work. As Francis 
grew older, though, he forged new ties, and, not long after a shooting that rocked the community, disappeared 
from their lives, leaving in his wake a sorrow for what might have been. Published by Bloomsbury on July 31.

https://www.nytimes.com/section/t-magazine


Zwei Amer1kaner. 

Lake Success 
A novel by Gary Shteyngart

Barry imagined a photo of the two of them appearing in a foreign magazine, maybe Der Spiegel. ‘Zwei Amerikaner,’ 
it would read. Two Americans. And that’s all. Nothing about their race or class. He felt himself overcome with 
emotion. His father had been a racist, and Barry was the opposite of his father.

A largely unsympathetic one‑percenter with a passion for luxury mechanical watches, Barry Cohen is having a 
meltdown. Overwhelmed by his son’s autism diagnosis, his strained marriage and his ill‑fated business deals, he 
channels Jack Kerouac’s “On the Road” (though he prefers F. Scott Fitzgerald, having named his hedge fund 
“This Side of Capital”) and boards a bus out of Manhattan, vowing to see the “real” America and win back his 
college girlfriend. To be published by Random House on Sept. 4.
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Geoffrey Chadsey

Crudo 
A novel by Olivia Laing

A thing people said a lot that year, and especially the year before, x is a trashfire, also I want to burn everything, 
sometimes eroded to: burn everything. People were complaining about Pepe the alt‑right frog but it seemed to 
Kathy that there had been some internet‑induced desire for destruction on both sides.

The protagonist of “Crudo” bears a striking similarity to the late 20th‑century feminist writer Kathy Acker, but 
its story is set in 2017, just as the world seems to be coming undone. Kathy’s mind spins just as fast, attuned to 
the melting glaciers and latest tweetstorms, and it is in this frenzied state that she is supposed to be planning her 
much‑delayed wedding, even as she wonders if her greatest love might still be freedom. To be published by W.W. 
Norton & Company on Sept. 11.

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/246822/lake-success-by-gary-shteyngart/9780812997415/
http://books.wwnorton.com/books/detail.aspx?ID=4294996851


Geoffrey Chadsey

Flights 
A novel by Olga Tokarczuk

Constellation, not sequencing, carries truth. This is why travel psychology envisions man in equivalently weighted 
situations, without trying to lend his life any — even approximate — continuity. Life is made up of situations. There 
is, of course, a certain inclination toward the repetition of behaviors. This repetition does not, however, mean that 
we should succumb in our imaginations to the appearance of any sort of consistent whole.

Tokarczuk is interested in people in transit, especially those who are simply not the settling kind, forever 
seeking and redirecting. Characters pass through the book as if on their way to the next stop. Two women meet 
in the Stockholm airport and talk animal rights over wine before their flight; a man loses his wife and child 
while on vacation and must extend his stay to look for them; and, inspired by “Moby Dick,” a local ferry driver 
on an unnamed island heads for the open seas. In this case the selected passage appears on page 77. To be 
published by Riverhead on Aug. 14.



Geoffrey Chadsey

Ponti 
A novel by Sharlene Teo

We waited by the concourse for Mummy. Szu fidgeted beside me, a twitchy beanpole. Our silhouettes in the visitor’s 
office window reflected our whole‑head difference in height. We made quite the duo: I the small one with the frizzy 
bob, Szu the tall one with the lifeless ponytail. Out of the corner of my eye, I noticed the Badminton Girls shooting 
derisive glances our way. I pretended not to care.

Long after her sole role playing a flesh‑eating ghost in a ’70s B‑horror film franchise, Amisa Tan’s intimidating 
beauty remains — much to the chagrin of her awkward teenage daughter, Szu, who’s just trying to survive high 
school in suburban Singapore, where she finally succeeds in making one formative (if fraught) bond with her 
classmate Circe. Years later, Circe is tasked with promoting a remake of Amisa’s big film and finds herself 
haunted by the past. To be published by Simon & Schuster on Sept. 4.

About the artist: Geoffrey Chadsey was born in Philadelphia, trained at California College of the Arts and lives in 
Brooklyn. His drawings — intricate, figurative works exploring gender and constructed notions of sel 
ood — were recently on view at Jack Shainman Gallery in New York, and at the Studio, an HBO-sponsored pop-up venue 
in Provincetown, Mass. Currently, his work is included in “ Cast of Characters ,” a group show that the artist Liz 
Collins curated for New York’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center (through Sept. 16).

Photographs of artworks by Joshua Scott
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